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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Wednesday, 6th April, 1881.

Rules under Supreme Court Act, 1880—Loan Bill:
Reply to Governor’s Message (No. 16): Bill com-
mitted—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

RULES UNDER SUPREME COURT
ACT, 1880.

Mz. STONE, in accordance with notice,
asked the Attorney General, “ Whether
‘“ the Rules required to be prepared under
“¢The Supreme Court Act, 1880, had
“been so prepared; and if not, when
 they were likely to be so?”” In asking

the question, he simply wished to remind |

the hon. gentleman that the Act referred
to would come into operation on the lst
August, 1881, and that it was very de-
sirable that the members of the legal
profession should be placed in possession
of the Rules, which in reality formed the
most important part of the Act, in order
that they might make themselves ac-
quainted with the mode of procedure
under the Act before it came into oper-
ation.

Tag ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. C. Onslow), in reply, said: “Now that
“His Honor the Chief Justice has re-
“turned from the other Colonies, these
“Rules will be proceeded with at once.
¢ They are not ready yet.”

. LOAN BILL, 1881: REPLY TO GOVER-
NOR’S MESSAGE (No. 16).

Mr. STEERE, without comment,
moved, That the following Address be
presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor :—

“Inreply to Your Excellency’s Message
““No. 16, the Council would observe that
‘it never contemplated any repudiation
“on the part of the Legislature of
“ contracts entered into by the Govern.
“ment. Your HExcellency rightly pre-
“sumes that the Council intended, by
“means of the new clause introduced into
“the Loan Bill, to provide that no
. “contracts should be entered into for the
“ construction of any of the buildings
‘“ connected with the railway, or in fact

1

“for anything other than the permanent
“way, until plans and estimates had
“been laid before the Legislature and a
“vote for the proposed expenditure had
“been taken.

“The Council does not anticipate that
“this limited control of the House over
“the expenditure of Loan monies would
“be accompanied by any of the incon-
“venient results which Your Excellency
“forecasts, and sees no reason to fear
“either that the action of the Govern-
“ment would be paralysed or that any
“public delay and inconvenience would
“be caused by a provision introduced
“into the ILoan Bills of every other
“Colony of the group.

" “On reference to the Statite Books of
“South Australia, Victoria, New South
“Wales, and Queensland, Your Excel-
“lency will find that estimates for the
“expenditure of Loan ‘monies are an-
“nually, submitted to the respective
“ Legislatures of those Colonies for
“approval and confirmation; and the
“Council believes that their Works De-
“partments have not suffered, conse-
“quently, from any other inconvenience
“than that which a wholesome check
“upon possible extravagance may very
“ properly cause.

“The Council would respectfully sub-
“mit that the proposed extension of the
“ Bastern Railway is a work of a very
“simple character, and that estimates of
“ whatever expenditure may be required
“other than for permanent way might
“be readily prepared at an early date, so
“that the necessary confirmation could
“be obtained long before actual disburse-
“ments had become necessary, while to
“meet small unforeseen requirements a
“vote for contingencies could be taken
“in the usual way.

“ The Council, however, is most anxious
“to meet Your Excellency’s views so far
“as it can do so consistently with the
“duty which it owes to those whom it
“represents, and, in view of Your
¢ Excellency’s assurance that you will be
“prepared to co-operate with this Coun-
“cil for the purpose of securing to it, if
“possible, that control over Loan ex-
“ penditure which it desires, begs to state
“that it is willing to amend the Loan
“Bill by omitting Clause 3, with a view
“to considering it hereafter in a separate
“ measure.
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“ The Council would however observe,
“that in adding the section to the Loan
“Bill, it has merely followed the practice
“which it has ascertained is generally
“adopted elsewhere, of giving the Repre-
“ gsentatives of the People the same con-
“trol over the expenditure of Loan
“monies as they have over ordinary
“revenue.”

The resolution was adopted without
discussion.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Lord
Gifford) then moved, That the House do
now resolve itself into a Committee of

the whole, to strike out the third section’

of the Bill, as agreed upon in the reso-
lution.

This was carried, and the clause was
expunged.

The House adjourned at a quarter to
eight o’clock, p.m.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, 7th April, 1881.

Prorogation.

Tae SPEAXER took the Chair at

noon.
PrAYERS.

PROROGATION.

His EXCELLENCY THE GOV.
ERNOR entered the Council Chamber
shortly afterwards, and delivered the
following Speech :—

“Mg. SPEAKER AND (FENTLEMEN OF THE
“ LEGISLATIVE COoUNCIL,—

“The business of the Session being
“now concluded, I am able to relieve you
“from further attendance in Council, and
“beg at the same time to inform you that
«I have assented, in Her Majesty’s name,
“ to the undermentioned Bills :—

“ An Act to make it loaful to close up a
“ certain Street in the Town of Guildford.

“ An Act to amend ¢ The Jury Act, 1871,
“and ¢ The Jury Act (Amendment) 18580.

“ An Act to make further provision for
“the Management and Working of Rail-
“ways.

“ An Act to authorise the Eaxtension of the
“ Eastern Railway.

« An Act to amend ¢ The Auctioneers’ Act,
“ 18738/

“ An Act to impose certain Stamp Dutics.

“ An Act to enable the Police or Resident
“ Magistrate of a District to issue a Certifi-
“ cate fér a License to the Keeper of a Rail-
“way Refreshment Room in the District of
“guch Police or Resident Magistrate at any
“ time between any two Quarterly Licensing
“ Meetings.

“An Act for raising the sum of One
“ Hundred and Pifty Thousand Pounds by
 Loan for the construction of certain Public
“ Works and for the repayment to the Gene-
“ral Revenue of the Colony of the cost of
“ constructing the Fucla Telegraph Line.

“T have noticed with satisfaction the
“ attention which you have bestowed on
“these important measures, and beg to
“ agsure you that no time shall be lost in
“ continuing the important work of which
“you have authorised the extension,

“T am much obliged to you for re-
“moving from the Loan Bill the section
“which. I felt a difficulty in assenting to
“without further inquiry and consider-
“ation. While the question of further
“legislation on the point alluded to is
“pending, I will take care that Your
“Honorable Council is consulted on all
¢ questions of Loan expenditure, so far
“ag it may be possible to do so without
¢ delaying the works.

“T am rather afraid that the remarks
“in my opening speech, on the financial
¢ position of the Colony, have given rise
“in some quarters to the impression that
“the public accounts are in confusion,
“and that the deficit as shown by the
“statement which I have recently laid
“before you differs materially from the
< result which would have been disclosed
“had the accounts been made up for
“ publication according to the method
“adopted on certain former occasions.
“Such impressions, if they exist, are
«erroneous. The discrepancy between
“the two statements, which is only about
“ £142, is no proof that the new state-
“ment, based on the figures disclosed by
“the actual state of the accounts on the



